Coneerning Matters Eccleſiaſtical, accor- 
ding to the Laws and Canons of the _ 
Church of ExcLanD, "RY 


EXHIBITED 

T'o the Chureh-wardens and Sidetnen of _ 2 
: | every Pariſh within the Diocels of 
ROCHESTEK  —-. 


FS ws 
K+ x 
es con 
4 - 
, 
f 
_- 


EO 
| | te ep 5 Ee nan ai 7 TY "4 
By the Right Reverend Father in God, 7 O H N Lord Biſhop of 
| | ROCHESTE RK, at his Viſitation in the year of 
our Lord God, 1666. 


LOND O N;, 


Printed by eAndrew {oe, 1666. 
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Sidemen. 

Yor ſhall ſwear that you fhall dili= 
gently enquire, and faithfully pre- 

ſent all ſuch perſons that of late have = £ 3 
and now are within your Pariſh, that have 
offended againſt any of theſe Articles gi- 
vengyou in charge, without favour or h hf 
| Rlion to, any perſon whatſoever. So hetp 

you God and the Contents of the holy Goſ-. 
pet. 
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Articles of Viſitation and Enquiries 
exhi>!ted to rhe Church wardens 
and Sidemen 1n. the ſeveral Pariſhes 
ef tle Diocefs of Rocheſter, by the 
R ghr Reverend Father in God, 
Febn Lord Biſhop of Recheſ er , at 
| - his V 1ſiration 1a the Year of our 
UL Lord, 1666+ 
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Inquiries aboxs the Church and Church-Yard, 


(;od honour ? Are the Roofs, Walls, Pavements, and 

Windows well repaired ? Are the ten Commandemenats, 

Lords Prayer, and the Creed drawn out in fair Letters jn 
convenient places ; and ate the Kivgs Arms ſet up. 

2. Have you made levies for the reparation of the Church, and 

other holy uſes? And are there any that refuſe to pay the propor- 

tion layd upon them. 


2, [: your Pariſh Church and Chancel decently kept for 


A 3 2 3. Have 


- 


” 


= 


| . z oo RN a ; 
3. Have you & Font of Stone decently covered, flanding towards 
che lower end of the Church for the Adminiſtration of Baptiſme 2? 


Have you a 'comely Table placed: conveniently in Chutch, or. 
Chancel for the uſe of the Lords Supper ? Have you a comely. 


Carpet of Silk, or good Stuff, for that holy Table 3 with afair lin- 
nen Cloth co ſpread upon ir in the time of Adminiſtration : And 
have you a handſome Cup of Silver for your VVine, and a cover 
of Silver to the ſame to pur the Bread en? And have you one or 
more Flaggons of Pewter, or better mettal for that uſe. 

4- Are your Reading-Desk and Pulpit cenveniently ſet up and 
placed fer the uſe of publick Prayer and Sermons? And hath your 


Pulpic a Cuſhion and comely covering before it. 
5. Have you in your Church the Common-Prayer Books in 


felio , laſt fer forth by Authority ? and have you x Bible in fol:s 
fairty bound of King Jazves's Tranſlation ? Have you alſo « decent 
Surplice ( one or more) for your Parſon , or Vicar, Curate, or 
LeQucer, to wear in the time of all publick Miniſtrations ? and 
have you the Book of Homelies, and a Table of Marriage ? 

6. Are the Tombs, Monumencs , Grave-ſRones of the Dead in 
your Church or Church-yard preſerved ; and not ſuffered to be 

roken, taken down, or removed ? © 

7. Have you a Beok of Parchment , wherein be Regiſtred the 
Chrifinines , Marriages, and Burials In your Pariſh ? Have you a 
ſtrong Cheſt with three Locks , wherein co preſerve your Church 
Furniture, and a Box for Almes placed in a fit place for the Relief 
ofche Poor, | 

$. Is the Houſe and Out-houſes of your Miniſter in good and 
Aifficient repair ? Doth he preſerve the Gardens, Otchards, and 
Slebe belonging to him, withour imbezling, changing, or any way 
damnifying them ? 

9: Is che Chureh-yard decently kept , and well fenced to keep 
our Beaſts 2- : 

10. Have you a Terrier ef your Glebe Landsbelovging c&your 
Minifer ? Haveany of the Glebe lands been changed for” other 
lands ; Or by whom is the ſaid Terrier brought into the Regiſtry 
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' Inquiries abut the Parſon, Vicar , Curate , Lecturer, 


C, Ave the above-named received Epiſcopal Ordination ac« 
| '& cording to the Laws of the Kingdome ? | 
2, Can you tell who did preſent your Parſon or Vicar to his 
Benefice ? Havg you beard or known that he came Symoniacally ? 
Was be iuduRted inco bis Benefice before ſufficient witneſs 2 And 
did he read the nine and thirty Articles before or ar Morning or 
Evening Prayer ? And did he give his conſent to them within one 
moncth afer his Induion iato che Benefice ? 
_. -3- Hixth heread the Baok of Gommon Prayer as it is enjoyned 
by the late A@ of Uniformity- bor pubtick Prayer , Adminiſtration 
of the Sacramencs C6. onlome dukeay tate the four and rwenti- 
eth of Avgofi, 1662, or incale of unpediment allowed by the Oc- 
dingry , barh he fince performed che ſame ? And did anddeth'he 


- 
” 


wear the Surplice while he performed thar Office, & other Offices 


mentioned in that Common-Prayer-book 2. | © - 
4. Hath he publiſhed his conſent unto the ſzid book on ſome 
Sunday betore the four and cwentieth- of Auguſt above named , or 
Within the time limited Þ- the ſaid Act epenly in time of Divine 
Services; And hach he ſubicribed'to the Declatation as it is expreſk 
in the 9774 page of the abovenamed SFcature, and manifeſted it ro 
the Congregation openly ? FONT : LEW 
5. Doth he preach a Sermon on every Sunday, or procure a Ser- 
mon then to be preached : or elſe ſometime read one of the Homi- 

lies which the Church hath appointed ? | 
' 6, Dethhe read the Service apoointed for the Fifth of Novem 


ber, thirtieth of [aixar7, twenty ninth of Aſa 7 and doth he 


keep the yearly Perambulation agd Kogation days before the Feaſt 
of our Lords Aſcenfion, | 
' 7. If your Parſon or Vicar keep a Curate ? Is he of agedly 
Life, and ſuſficient Learning 7 Is he allowed by che Biſhop ? And 
can you tell whether the ſaid Curate have a competent allowance 
according to the value of the Living. 
5. Doth your Pariſh maintain a Le&urer ? Ts he a virtuous and 


the 


Orthodox Divine ? Is ke Licenſed by cae Biſhop ? Dorh he read. 
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 [Teaft, wearing a Surpliee ? Ct Hi .. "IM 
g. Doe you obſerve to your beſt underRlanding , rhat your Pai® © | 
ſon, Vicar, LeAurer, or Cura te do preach the true word of God ? 'Y 
,or d6 they to their Judgment , having conſulted with other grave *©:# 
Pariſhoners, vent dangerous opinions, derogatine to the glory of © | 
. Sod, and a pious life ? Do they teach ſedition, dire&tly againſt his 
"Majeſty ? his Laws and Government ? or do.you-,pore that indi= . *' 
rectly they caft out ſeditious glances againit the Civil State or Ge* J 
verniment.EcclefiaRtical 5 | Ig + 
io. Doth your Miniſter celebrate che Lords Supper iv- che _ } 
Church according to the Service of the Common-Prayer-book of- 1 
ren every year?, Doth he repulſe them from it, that are ſcandalous | 
by the ſentence of the Laws? / Doth he Baptize che Infants of his 
Pariſh according to the Servivs v=ne Ven z uſing che 
Croſs 5 and upvn warning given before, are they breught on Suns 
days or Holydays to the Church, with Godfathers & Godmothers; 
and upen lawful Summons doth he Baptize chem at home in caſe 
'vJ of danger and neceſſity, 76> 
3% 11. Doth he viſit the fick at their houſes when he is required 
P wpen lawful Summons 5 Doth he pray with them, exhort them to 
faith and repentance, and comforr them ? Doth he give them the 
- holy Communion, profefſing faith in Chriſt, and ſorrow for their 
fins, if they require ir 2 & doth he exaort them to B rotherly love, 
and works of Charity, if they be able co bequeath a Portion ro pi- 
ous uſes ? 
12. Doth he prepare the young-men and Maidens of the Pariſh 
ro be confirmed by'the Biſhops? Doth he marry none clandeftine- 
ly, but at due hours in the Church , and that upon Banes thrice 
publiſhed on Sundays and Holidays, or Licenſe obtained from the 
Ordinary ? And doth he bury the dead according to the book of 
Common- Prayer ? 
- x3. Is your Miniſter, LeEturer, -Curate, a man of ſober, chaft , 

juſt, unblameable life * And ſpare nor to preſent him or them thar 
? are not every way examples of Godlineſs. 
= | 14. Doth your Minilizr with the Church-wardens, take care du- 3 

x | ly every year to ſend 12 the names of all ſuch in his Pariſh as : 
have been Baptized , Martied , Buried + Excommunicated , thac F 
they may be inrolled in the Biſhops Regiſtry, | 
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n Roe as much as 18 him lies ? .Deoth lis 
uce all SeAaries, Separatifts, and Re- 


- - raRKory perſons, to the obedience'ef rhe DoRrine and Govern- 


men of chis Church ? And doth he offer himſelf, being an able 
learned man, fo confer with Popiſh Recuſtnrs, ro conveit them, 
and ro bring them into the boſom of this Churchs _ 

"x6, Doth your Miniſter Catechiſe young people each Sunday 
inthe afternoon, as the Canon requires * Noth the Parencs and 
Maſters of Families within your Pariſh ſend their Children and 
Servants to be Catechiſed by him. Preſent thoſe that refuſe co do 
che ſame. | | 

17. Do vaus Minifter eive notice etch Sunday before, what 
holiday doth cxſwe the week afcery cher. che Pariſhioners having 
notice, may reſort to Church upon thoſe dayes* Doth he alſo 
Read the book of Canons cyvice every year openly in the Church 
upon Sundayes, as the Lay requires * 

13, Is your Miniſter a »ox-Rehidenc in his Benefice, and how 
long hath he been [{o < hath he more Benefices than one <£ And 
doth he maintain an able Curate,- Licenſed, ip the one, as the 


' Lay preſcribes. . X 
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Inquiries about the Pariſhioners. 


O all your Pariſhioners of due age, reſort the Divine Ser- 

vice and Sermons in your Church on S«»d4ays and Holi- 

days, and On Wedueſdays and Fridays in Lent, according. ts 
Law? - 

2. Do they, or any of their Servants occupy them in bodily la- 

bours on. Sundays or Holidays ? Do they open their Sheps, and 

ſell Wares on thoſe dayes ? Or do Vintners, Victuallers, Inu-keep- 


| ers or others, receive any into their houſes to tipple and waſte 


time idely on thoſe dayes, except they be travellers, that are up- 
en a journey. in neceſlary occaſions ? 


3. Do your Pariſhioners ip time of Divine Service; Sermon, 
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of Hemilies , behave chetnſelves reverently : Men and Youths 
"With Their Hars off, both Sexes giving due attention , noge dis' 
Rutbing holy Duries dy talking, walking, removing, ooing our , 
or ufr>g any other offence ? And do they kneel, fiand up , make 
- avſwers in time of Divine Service, as you find .it appointed in the: 
Rubricks of the Common-Prayer-book ? : 
4. Are there any above the age of {ixteen years in your Pariſh, 
and eſpecially that have been examined by your Maſter in. the Ca= 
rechiſme before, that do not come to the Lords. Supper to partake 


the Feaſt of Eafter, or the time thereabouts b2ing one ? 


baptized ? Inquire diligently , and rerun £19 Taicms vigour 
nours names , the liſt of chole Children by ſuch names a5 you can 
learn, | | 

6. Do all Women as have been ſafely deliver'd, come to the. 
Church in due time to puttake of the offi-e ef Thanksgiving, afrer 
the Orders of the Common-Prayer, and do (ſuch women pay 
their accuſtomed Duries ? 7 = 
- 7, Do'vcur Pariſhioners bring their dead to be decently buried: 
@fcer the Service of the Church, in their own Pariſh grounds? Or 
if they carry the Dead away to be buried in ſome other place, whe- 
thet they be Lodgers or other ſtrangers? Do they firſt obtain leave 
of che Miniſter of the Patith, and have his Certificate ? 

8. Doany of your Parifh uſnally frequent other Pariſh-Chur- 
ches, and abſent themſelves from their own. 

0. Are there any that keep private Conventicles in their hoaſes 
or abroad, which are reſorted to by thoſe that are known or ſuſ-- 
peed for SeRaties,or any way diſaffe&ed re the preſent Govern- 
ment of the Church of England ? 


and accuſtomed ducies, called Yicarage-Tyches , or by any other 
name, to their Minifter ? 


Pariſh that are mot provided by a lawful Judge ? Or de you know 
nary ? 


x1{h, wh ch are utterly defrauded or not imployed to theright uſe 
= according to the YYill of the Dono! ? | 13, Are 


it reverently upon their knees chree times in che year at the leaſt 3 - 


5. Are there any in your Pariſh that keep-cheir Children un- 


20; Do your Parifhioners pay their Tythes z Eaſtsr-Offerings . 


J 11. Are there any Wills or Teſtamencs of parſons dead in your . 
or hear of any goods adminiftred without due grant from the O:di-" 


12, VVnat Legacies hav2 been givzn to Pious uſes in your Pa- 
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=p 43; Are your Seats and Pews in the Chureh decently kept >. 
 'Andarethe Pariſhioners placed in them wichout offence and cons | 
cention ?. have any builc any Seac within che Chuich, without hs 
cence of the Ordinary. Preſent their names. 
14 Arc there any inceſtuous perſons, or married perſons with- 
in the degrees prohibited by. Law ? Are any Adulteters, Fornica- 
| £ors, either in Faſt, or by common fame or report, within your Pa- 
 riſh ?_Anyblaſphemers, common ſwearers, Drunkards or Serce- 
rers, 01 Reſocrters co Witches or Sorcerers. Preſent the ſame. 
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- tequiries about” Church-Officets. and other Perſons. 


x, JF any Stranger come co preach in your Parifh-Church Tf; 
Charypel, on Sundays or Holidays. ar Chriftnines, Funerals, 
. Ma: clages, or any ether occaſion ? Do the Church-wardens de- 
a mand toſee his O:ders and Licenſe ro preach, which he had from 
| the Biſhep : and if he can Hex none , do you inhabit him from 
preaching, and enrer che (aid i.icenſc into the Regiſtry, as the Lay. 
requires ? | 

2. Do you ſuſfer Excomruinicared perſons to be buried in any 
part of your Church or Church-yare ? 

3. Dorn your Parith-(lerk or Sextoa, (if you have any ſuch ) 
do th2ir Duties obediently aad d:lige-+rly ? Are they of honeR life 
and conv- ſation ? ls your Py;iſh-Clerk dutly choſen by the Mi- 
nifter? And is he allowed by the Orainary ? Can he write and 
read 2 Doth he maxe Reiponſions to the Hymnes and other Suf+ 
frages of rae | irurey. | 

4. ls there a Sche»l Publick or private in your Paith ? Is the 
Schoolmafter and Uſher (if he have onz) allewed by the Biſhop 
of his Chancellor ? Doth he breed his Schollars Reliziouſly ? and 
| doth he teach them the Churc' Carechiſne 2? 

Y, 5. Have you any Phylitian, Chirurgeon, ot Midwife in your Pa- 
:1ſh char pra&ile withour Lycenſe ? | 
7 6. Are your Church-wardens Ouly choſen in the week after : 
” - Faſter-day, andafter the cuſtom and manner of the Patiih 9- D@ 
” they take upon them the execution of their Office- without being 
firft ſworn by the Ordinaty, as the Law requires ? 7. Have 
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(8). © 
Lace the Church-yardens"wko are: to ſurrender eu 
a the Ele&ion of New ones ,* given up their: Accomprs 
wfiſhioners ? and aie their Accompts' allowed by rhe 
Or nave PY Ps: their etuſt 3 Log and how " BDr 


F dom; ud 7 Sidemes dill gently » with the ads 
? pr, Minſter, w what avſmeri they will, and can' give 
; ſerting the fear of Eed, and the geed 
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